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PROCEEDINGS 

OP 

THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 

1839. No. 17. 

May 13. 
SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, A. M., President, in the Chair. 

Edward Conroy, Esq., and Nicholas P. Leader, Esq., 
were elected Members of the Academy. 

Sir James Ivory was elected an Honorary Member of 
the Academy. 

Dr. Wilde read a paper upon the Peruvian mummy, re- 
cently opened in Dublin. He stated that Captain Duniam 
a gentleman in the South American trade, having been in- 
formed that a colony of Irish had settled on the western 
coast some years since, determined on visiting them ; and 
having been hospitably received, was brought on a day's 
pleasure to a wild spot on the shore, where the party, for 
his amusement, commenced digging up several mummies, 
the most perfect of which he brought away. In a letter he 
says : " This mummy was dug up from the sloping ground, 
about two miles and a-half south-east of the Morro of Arica, 
facing to the south-west on the coast of Peru, the soil 
sandy, in depth about six inches, under which is a layer of 
saltpetre about eight inches thick, and so very hard that it 
had to be broken with a pickaxe. Underneath this is a 
mixture of saltpetre and sand, out of which the body was 
dug. The face was found turned towards the west, or setting 
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sun ; and all the utensils, pots, &c. were buried with him, 
forming a semicircle in front." 

Tradition reports, that these were the bodies of the an- 
cient Peruvians, buried before the invasion of the Spaniards ; 
and it is also said, that remains similar to those are found on 
the eastern side of the mountains, having their faces turned 
to the rising sun, but still in the same sitting posture. 

Dr. Wilde then exhibited a drawing by Mr. Wakeman, 
showing the state in which the mummy had been received, 
and continued : " This drawing shows the condition in 
which the mummy was found, bound up in a cloak, or 
outer garment, fitting so as to give a tolerably accurate 
idea of the posture in which it was placed ; and over this 
was wrought a net of rushes, or other such substance, 
with large meshes, in the manner of a purse, wound several 
times round the neck and ankles, without covering the head 
or feet." 

Dr. Wilde observed, that it was a practice of the ancient 
Egyptians to bind their mummies tightly round the neck and 
feet, and produced an example in which the diameter of the 
neck did not exceed two inches. " On cleaning and repair- 
ing this outer garment, cloak, or poncho, it was found to be 
composed of a complete web of cloth, formed apparently of 
the wool of the Lama. In texture it resembles several of 
the specimens of the Egyptian linen which I found in the 
catacombs at Sakara, the character of which depends upon 
the great tightness of the threads of the weft, and looseness 
of the warp, arising from the imperfection of the loom, and 
use of a ruler instead of a shuttle in weaving — a practice 
formerly used in Egypt, (as shown by the plates of Rosel- 
lini,) — found still extant in Mexico by Dr. Coulter, and 
noticed by myself in Barbary and Judea." 

This garment, which is exceedingly simple in form, con- 
sists of a web, doubled and sewn together at the sides, ex- 
cept for a short distance at top, where openings were left for 
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the arms. One was also made for the head; but when the 
dress was round the mummy no opening could be perceived. 
When restored and cleaned, it will serve to illustrate the dress 
of the ancient Peruvians, and, with the other utensils found 
buried, will furnish data to determine the state of the arts and 
condition of this interesting people. These articles consist 
of fourteen vessels of burned pottery, of different sizes ; pip- 
kins, jars with long narrow necks, and globular vessels with 
small circular openings — some of remarkably fine workman- 
ship, though they do not seem to be made on a wheel — 
unglazed, bearing the marks of fire, and probably used as 
cooking utensils by the deceased ; remains of a basket of 
great beauty, so intricately woven as to be capable of hold- 
ing water, and similar to those still in use in the central 
parts of Africa; calabashes and rush baskets, interwoven 
with coloured worsteds ; mats of a similar material, and 
most elaborate workmanship ; an ancient Mexican pictorial 
manuscript or hieroglyphic ; ornamental bags, one contain- 
ing the leaves of some vegetable, and a wampum belt. The 
variety and brilliancy of the colours are most remarkable ; 
mostly all the textures are woollen. Apiece of cloth, woven 
in stripes of different colours ; eight arrows, or bolts ; the 
model of a painted paddle ; a piece of fishing line, cable 
laid, showing great art in its construction ; a miniature 
stake-net, or fishing trammel, similar to those constructed 
for a like purpose in Ireland. These latter articles lead to 
the belief that this person was a fisherman. 

On the 1st of May the outer garment was removed, in 
presence of a number of gentlemen, chiefly members of 
the Academy, who had purchased the mummy by sub- 
scription. The body was found in a sitting posture — that, 
probably, in which the deceased had sat round the coun- 
cil fires of his nation. The head is bent forward, ap- 
proaching to the knees ; the left arm is bent, with the 
hand turned in upon the chest ; around the fingers is worn 
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a piece of fine fishing-line, and the thumb is turned in on the 
hand in a remarkable manner — a custom observed by the 
ancient Hebrews, and still adhered to by the religious Jews 
of Palestine — namely, to tie the thumb after death into the 
cleft, between the fore and middle fingers, lest the extended 
thumb should make the chirogram of" Jehovah," a name they 
feared to write while living, and were unwilling to express 
when dead. The hands of Egyptian mummies, which Dr. 
Wilde produced, were similarly compressed. The right arm 
is concealed under several bags, filled with some substance as 
yet unknown ; they are large, and similar in construction to 
those found outside, but exceeding them in colour. On 
these were placed two vessels of highly ornamented pottery. 
Vessels of a similar kind are at present used for sipping a 
kind of tea with a tube, in the very position this mummy 
now presents. The lower parts of the body and hips were 
wrapped in folds of striped cloth, which appears to have 
been a kilt, a sort of garment worn by the ancient Incas of 
Peru. The feet are clad in sandles, fastened on by thongs 
of leather. The body was found to be covered with num- 
berless minute shining crystals, probably of an animal na- 
ture. The head is particularly remarkable from its shape, 
and the probable race of mankind to which it belonged. 
The hair is divided along the whole length of the head, is 
particularly long, and beautifully plaited. Dr. Wilde also 
exhibited the head of a young female covered with brown 
hair, of great fineness, and likewise beautifully plaited, and 
adorned with small golden ornaments attached to the end of 
the plaits ; over the face was tied a mask of skin. 

In reference to an observation of Dr. Pettigrew of 
London, Dr. Wilde does not think the subject was buried 
alive ; and he remarked, that it was in such excellent condi- 
tion, and so perfectly dry, as to allow of its being very well 
preserved. 

Dr. Wilde concluded by mentioning that Mr. Burton 
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had produced two beautiful drawings of the mummy ; and 
that both Mr. Wakeman and Mr. Burton had presented 
their drawings to the subscribers. 



The Secretary read a letter from Joseph Lentaigne, 
Esq., on the subject of a Manuscript Translation of Part of 
Virgil's iEneid. 

" A manuscript, in three volumes, containing the third, 
fourth, sixth, eighth, ninth, eleventh, and twelfth books 
of the Mneid, in English verse, has been lately placed 
in my hands by F. Comyn, Esq., of Woodstock, in the 
county of Galway, who discovered it among the books 
of one of his ancestors, formerly a physician at the court 
of Louis XV. of France. It bears the following date : — 
" Ended at St. Germains the 18th day of 7 ber , 1692;" 
being two years prior to the commencing of Mr. Dry- 
den's great translation, which (as he informs us) he 
was " three years doing," and which was completed in 
1697. That this manuscript is genuine cannot reason- 
ably be doubted. The orthography, the fabric of the 
paper upon which it is written, the date of printed papers 
used in the binding, and many other circumstances, prove 
that it is the production of the period at which it bears 
date. The name " Lauderdail" is written on the fly-leaf, 
and is still legible notwithstanding an attempted oblitera- 
tion. The author's name is not given ; but the Episode of 
Nisus and Euryalus is marked, " by Mr. Dryden ;" that of 
Camilla, by " Mr. John Stafford ;" and, at the end, are the 
following among other memoranda : — " Eighty-six errors 
since sent to Mr. Dryden, after Bryarly wrote it; 162 errors 
corrected since Mr. Bysh wrote this book; 122 errors cor- 
rected since Mr. Dallon wrote this book; 486 lines cor- 
rected and altered since this book was first sent to Mr. 
Dryden." It is, therefore, most probably the work of se- 
veral contributors, but corrected and altered by Lord Lau- 
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derdale, from whom Mr. Dryden acknowledges to have re- 
ceived from abroad his lordship's new translation of Virgil, 
two years before he himself engaged in the same design, 
and which he consulted as often as he doubted of his au- 
thor's sense. This manuscript so nearly resembles the trans- 
lation published in 1709, under the name of Lauderdale's 
Virgil, that I am persuaded it is the original of which a 
copy was sent to Mr. Dryden, and from which he was ac- 
cused, by that nobleman's friends, of having borrowed not 
only single verses, but entire passages. By collating this 
manuscript with Mr. Dryden's version, it is satisfactorily 
proved that several verses were so borrowed, with but little 
alteration; as thus : JEneid III. 114. " Ergo agite," &c. 

" Let us the land, which fate directs, explore; 
Appease the winds, and seek the Cretan shore. 
Our way is short ; if Jove assists our fleet, 
The third day's dawning lands us safe in Crete.'' 

Manuscript. 

" Let us the land, which heav'n appoints, explore ; 
Appease the winds, and seek the Gnossian shore. 
If Jove assists the passage of our fleet, 
The third propitious dawn discovers Crete." 

Dryden. 

" Nor are these alterations always in accordance with the 
true meaning of the Roman poet. Thus, the lines which 
are correctly rendered in the manuscript, 



-In humble vales they dwelt. 



Thence Cybele, the mother of the gods, 
Her tingling cymbals and Idaean woods," 

are thus altered by Mr. Dryden : — 

" In humble vales they built their soft abodes, 
Till Cybele, the mother of the gods, 
With tingling cymbals charm'd th' Idsan woods." 

vEn. III. HO. 

" Mr. Stafford's version of the death of Camilla is the 
same as that published under his name in the poetical mis- 
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cellany, and from it Mr. Dryden has taken six or seven 
verses ; while the greater part of it has heen transferred, 
without acknowledgment, into Lauderdale's Virgil. 

" The Episode of Nisus and Euryalus is peculiarly inte- 
resting, being from Mr. Dryden's pen, and varying fre- 
quently from the published translation. It contains some 
hemistich verses, which the poet, at a later period, con- 
demned ; comparing them to " frogs and serpents in the 
Nile, half in life, half mud." 

" I regret that the limits of my paper do not admit of 
any extracts from this Episode." 

DONATIONS. 

The Silurian System. By R. J. Murchison. In two 
Parts. Presented by the Author. 

Memoirs of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. X. 
Presented by the Society. 

An Elementary Treatise on the Tides. By J. W. Lub- 
bock, Esq. Presented by the Author. 

An Inquiry into the Nature of the Numerical Contrac- 
tions; and Notes on Early Calendars. By J. O. Halliwell, 
Esq. Presented by the Author. 

Transactions of the Cambridge Philosophical Society. 
Vol. VI. Part III. Presented by the Society. 

Transactions of the Royal Society of London, Parts I. 
and II. 1838. Presented by the Society. 

Journal of ..the Franklin Institute, 1838. Presented by 
the Institute. 

Collectanea de Rebus Albanicis, edited by the Iona Club. 
Presented by the Club. 

Nouveaux Memoires de VAcademie Royale de Bruxelles. 
Annees 1837—1838. Tome XI. 

MSmoires Couronnes par VAcademie Royale de Bruxelles. 
Tome XIV. Premiere Par tie, 1838. 
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Bulletin de I'Academie de Bruxelles. Nos. 9 — 12. 

Annuaire de VAcademie de Bruxelles. Cinquieme annee. 
Presented by the Academy. 

Annuaire de V Observation de Bruxelles, pour 1839. Par 
M. Quetelet. 

Resume des Observations Meteorohgiques, 1838. Par 
M. Quetelet. Presented by the Author. 

Comptes Rendus Hebdomadaires des Seances de VAca- 
demie des Sciences. Par MM. les Secretaires Perpetuels. 
Nos. 12—17. Premier Semestrie, 1839. Presented by the 
Academy. 

Eclaircissements sur la destination de trois Zodiaques An- 
tiques. Par M. de Briere. Presented by the Author. 

The Turkish Empire illustrated. Parts 1 — 12. Pre- 
sented by Dr. Walsh. 

Transactions of the Institution of Civil Engineers. Vol. 
III. Part I. Presented by the Institution. 



May 27, 1839. 
SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, A. M., President, in the Chair. 

The thanks of the Academy were voted to Sir William 
Betham for his services as Secretary of Foreign Corres- 
pondence ; he having resigned that office, together with his 
place in the Council. 

Dr. Aquilla Smith was elected to the vatfant place in the 
Council ; and Professor Mac Cullagh was appointed Secre- 
tary of Foreign Correspondence. 



Dr. Wilde made a second communication on the subject 
of the Peruvian Mummy. It appeared that, in accordance 
with the wish of the subscribers, a further examination of 



